Initiatives in Urban Family Health
UMASS Boston’s College of Nursing and Health Sciences, Department of Community and Family Nursing, and Theta Alpha Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau International co-sponsored an all-day conference entitled “Initiatives in Urban Family Health; Identification, Treatment and Prevention of Infectious Disease in the Urban Community”.  
The event was held on May 7th 2003 at the Massachusetts Archives.  The program began with greetings by the Interim Dean Kristine Alster, Theta Alpha President Stephanie Devik and Patricia Sullivan, President of the Graduate Student Organization.  
Aventis Pharmaceuticals hosted the event and sponsored our keynote speaker Michael K. Burke MD., MBA., Gerontologist, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Gerontology Division.  Dr. Burke’s presentation on “Infectious Disease in the Elderly: Guidelines for Early Identification, Treatment, and Prevention of Pneumonia” was very informative.  
Other speakers included:
Susan M. Lett, MD., MPH, Medical Director, Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Immunization Program.  Dr. Lett spoke on “Epidemiology and Improving Immunization Rates for Adults at Risk”.
Donna Gallagher, RN, PhD., FAAN, Coordinator New England Aids Education and Training Center.  Dr. Gallagher spoke on the “Early Identification of HIV at Risk Individuals and Early Intervention”.
Margaret McAllister, PhD, FAANP, FNP-C, Coordinator FNP Concentration and US DDHS, Primary Health Care Policy Fellow.  Dr. McAllister’s topic was “Nursing: A Resource for the Control of Infectious Disease in the Urban Community”.
Kenneth Lawrence, BS, PharmD. Spoke on “Preventing Antibiotic Resistance:  An Intervention to Fight Infectious Disease”.

The event was free and six contact hours were awarded to attendees.  A continental breakfast and lunch were served by the Quincy High School Culinary Arts Team who were very professional and provided a delicious variety of foods, including some exquisite pastries.  
This program was well attended and all of the presentations were interesting, informative and well received by the audience.  

