 Theta Alpha Chapter Newsletter - Winter 2009  


UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS:

I. Theta Alpha Annual Business Meeting. Open to all active chapter members free. Speaker: Dr. Haeok Lee RN, DNP Assoc Professor at CNHS Topic: Preventing Health Care Disparities: The Role of Nursing. 
Date: Wednesday, March 4, 2009 Program: 5:30–7:30pm, UMass Boston Campus Center-3rd Floor RM 3545.  Light dinner will be served. Contact hours will be provided.  RSVP by March 2, 2009 to RSVP.CNHS@umb.edu.  Put in the subject line: “ThetaAlphaAnnualMeeting” 
II.  25th Annual Student & Community Leaders
Induction Ceremony:  Sunday, April 26th at 10:00am at UMass Boston.  Keynote Speaker:  Patricia Kelley RN, PhD, Acting Associate Dean for Research and Acting Director Faye G. Abdellah Center for Military/Federal Health Research in Washington DC Topic: TBA. 
III. Research Grants for Theta Alpha Chapter members:  The call for research proposals is out.  Please contact Deborah Mahony at Deborah.Mahony@umb.edu or call (617)287-7501 for applications.  Submit by:  April 3, 2009 at 5:30 pm.  Provide six (6) copies of your proposal to the committee and send to Deborah Mahoney, University of Massachusetts Boston, 100 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, MA 02125-3393.  Grant applications can be found at the Theta Alpha Web site: http://www.sigmathetalphachapter.org 
Two grants will be awarded:  

1. The Brenda Cherry Dissertation Grant for $2000.00 to a doctoral student. 

2. The Sylvia Gendrop Award Grant for $1500.00.
IV. Research and Scholarship Day will be held on Thursday, May 14, 2009 beginning @ 8:30 am in the Campus Center Building. Contact Hours will be awarded. Keynote Speakers: to be announced. Other presenters include Masters’ Students Capstone Papers, PhD Internship presentations, Faculty and Student Poster Sessions.  Light breakfast, and lunch.  Research Awards & Alumni evening event.  Join us for a day of learning and colleagueship.  Donations to defray the cost of food are welcome.  RSVP.CNHS@umb.edu put “Research Day Sigma Member” in the subject line.  

V. Membership: Transfer or renew your membership to Theta Alpha Chapter 191, www.nursingsociety.org annual chapter fee is $45.00.  Your membership fee supports nursing research, education, and member’s participation in all chapter sponsored events, Awards, & Scholarships.  Keep your email address updated to ensure receiving all chapter communications.
VI. Committees: Are you interested in joining a committee?  Contact Patricia Halon MS,FNP, Chapter President @ pat.halon@umb.edu  Whether you can help with just one event, or more, the chapter will benefit from your active involvement. Your ideas & feedback are always welcome too!
VII. Scholarships and Awards:  Recognize nursing leaders:  Send nominations to JoAnn Mulready-Shick: joann.mulreadyshick@umb.edu by Friday, April 3, 2009.  Awards include: Nursing Research; Nursing Educator; Nursing Practice; Nursing Leadership; 
Margaret Anderson Award For Outstanding Student Performance; Heart of Nursing Award; Outstanding Service to Nursing; Undergraduate and Graduate Student Scholarship awards; 
Note that the criteria for the Community Nurse Leader Candidates include: be legally recognized to practice   nursing in his/her country; have a minimum of a baccalaureate degree or the equivalent in any field; demonstrate achievement in nursing. 
Find remaining criteria at: http://www.sigmathetalphachapter.org/awardnominationform.html .   Send nomination category and a 50 word description of nominee’s merits for the award and include:
Nominee Name: __________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________
City/State/Zip: __________________________________________
Telephone: __________________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________

Nominator’s Signature: __________________________________________
Nominator’s Telephone & Email: __________________________________________
VIII. Chapter Nominations & Elections - Nominations for the following board positions are now being sought for spring 2008 elections. Open positions for fall 2009:  First vice President, Two Faculty Counselors, and Secretary, (All 2 Year Terms).  Forward nominations, or for more information contact the Leadership Succession Committee Members:  Judith Walsh @ Judith.walsh@umb.edu,  and Susan Hoban @ shoban@mah.harvard.edu .
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